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ASSISTANCE AT LAST
1858 TO 1860

THE monotony of his daily task was at times agreeably
varied by meetings with friends, among whom Tennyson
took a prominent place. Hearing one summer day from
Woolner that Hunt was worn out with work, the wife of
the poet sent a pressing invitation to him to pay a visit
to Farringford, which he gratefully accepted. It was the
first time he had met Mrs. Tennyson ; he pronounced her to
be a fitting helpmate to such a kingly poet, and in the course
of the sojourn he was much impressed by an attempt of
Tennyson to decorate in colour the panes of a certain window
which admitted no view but that of a brick wall. The poet
was greatly troubled by the curiosity of strangers who waited
about near his house to catch glimpses of him. He related
that on one occasion a man actually entered his garden
when the family sat at lunch, and could be seen by those
at table flattening his nose against the window-pane, and
heard to say to another, " You can see him well from
here!"

During the visit Hunt enjoyed much familiar intercourse
with the poet, by whose simplicity and naivetd he was
deeply impressed. In the greatest men there is always a
strong element of the childlike, and this was the case with
Tennyson, of whom Hunt writes, " His frankness of
speech was like that of a child, whose unembarrassed
penetration surprises the conventional mind." And be it
here said that much of the charm of Hunt himself and of his
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